CHINA   &   THE   CHINESE
uFANATICS    HAVE   THEIR   DREAMS"
From under the hood of this Buddhist priest of Lin Yin the
sombre eyes of a fanatic look forth, while his folded arms suggest,
not meekness, but the resolution written in the set jaw
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die. " Hundreds of millions of living Chinese/' it has been said, " are under the most galling subjection to the countless thousands of millions of their dead/' Always, lest a curse befall, must the all-powerful departed spirits be propitiated, and their comfort in the underworld depends wholly upon the care of their living descendants. Food must be offered at intervals; acts of devotion must constantly be paid. For those poor spirits who possess no friends on earth provision is made by a great national annual offering. No man would ever dream of turning apostate, for he would become a dishonoured outcast in this world and a tortured soul in the next.
The universal  struggle  for  a  bare living is responsible for the absence of
a national patriotism, even of any public spirit r,n the part of individuals, for each man must fight hard to live at all. Thus it also indirectly accounts for one of the greatest curses of China: the system, which obtains from the highest to the lowest, of squeezing money from the one next below; the insensate greed of gain, and the briber}-and corruption rampant throughout the official classes. The problem of China is essentially social and economic, and no man can appreciate it or understand her people who does not first study this doctrine of ancestor-worship and its effects.
Allied with  this faith there obtains throughout China  a vague form of polytheism,    whereby   a multitude of spirits and local deities, gods of earth, air, fire, and water, are honoured or propitiated. This    religion    may   be summed up in the word fengshui, which indicates some    vast,    malignant, supernatural   force  which   must   constantly   be   appeased.   For   instance, the houses in a Chinese village or city are usually all of a low, monotonous height-level.   Did   one  project   above its neighbours the infuriated air-spirits would  probably  play  havoc with it. Glance at the familiar " willow-pattern " plates and cups.    It will be noted that the    little    bridges   are   built   zigzag fashion, and that the roof eaves have the    ends    rounded   upwards.   These features   are   typically   Chinese.   The demons   can   follow   swiftly   along  a straight path, but curves form serious obstacles.    It  is   fengshui   which  has prevented   the   sinking of mines and the    development    of    China's    vast mineral wealth;  it has also hindered the    construction    of    railways   and
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